
Part 1  n  Foundations of Special Education98

•• Bodily/kinesthetic
•• Interpersonal
•• Intrapersonal
•• Logical/mathematical
•• Musical/rhythmic
•• Naturalist
•• Verbal/linguistic
•• Visual/spatial

His ideas have gained widespread acceptance among practitioners but, unfortu-
nately, have received little attention from publishers of standardized tests (de Valenzuela 
& Baca, 2004). We believe that Gardner’s theory has considerable merit. As educators, 
we need to stop thinking about how smart a student is and start asking, “How is the 
child smart?”

Contemporary Assessment Strategies
Many school districts are searching for better ways of assessing the growing pop-
ulation of students who are culturally and linguistically diverse. One particularly 
promising practice is the movement toward more authentic, performance-based 
assessment strategies such as portfolio assessment (Friend & Bursuck, 2015). This 
innovation could possibly help in resolving the problem of the over- and underrepre-
sentation of language and ethnic minorities in some special education programs. This 
alternate assessment model is a relatively new idea for educators, although architects 
and graphic artists have been demonstrating their skills and competencies via work 
products for years.

Portfolio assessment is uniquely intriguing because it emphasizes the instruc-
tional environment and focuses on student performance and the outcomes of learning 
(McLoughlin & Lewis, 2008). Unlike infrequent or onetime standardized testing, 
performance-based assessment relies on the pupil’s learning experiences and evaluates 
meaningful, real-world tasks using multiple performance indicators such as writing 
samples, speeches, artwork, videotapes, and work samples gathered over time and 

Strategies for Effective Teaching and Learning
Recommendations for Assessing Culturally and Linguistically Diverse Pupils

➜➜ Assessment of an individual’s language competency in 
both English and his or her native language should be 
completed before administering other tests.

➜➜ In order to be eligible for a special education, a student 
must exhibit a disability when evaluated in his or her 
native language.

➜➜ Schools should incorporate ecological assessments 
that include not only multiple evaluation tools familiar 
to the examiner but also information gathered from the 
student’s teachers, the student’s parents, and the student.

➜➜ Evaluators should use evaluation techniques  
that are as unbiased as possible. For example, a  
bilingual professional, not an interpreter, should 
administer the test.

➜➜ If a bilingual professional is unavailable, an interpreter 
may be used if he or she is first trained in assessment 
principles and terminology.

➜➜ Parents and other stakeholders should be involved when 
developing alternate assessments.

portfolio assessment: A type of 
authentic assessment; samples of 
different work products gathered over 
time and across curriculum areas are 
evaluated.


